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December 6, 2019 
 
 
Dear Friend of VMT, 
 
In 2019, Valley Musical Theatre (VMT) celebrated its 20th year of bringing quality musical theater to the 
Kittitas Valley.  Twenty-year anniversaries give us an opportunity to pause and reflect on all we’ve 
accomplished and what we want to see in the future.  VMT has grown since that first production of 
Oliver in 1999, and now offers an average of four productions per year.  
 
VMT aspires to provide positive experiences for Ellensburg families - from our “Rising Stars” productions 
that provide a creative outlet specifically for middle school students and teens, to our Summer Main 
Stage show that provides opportunities for both adults and children (often a parent/child bonding 
opportunity). In 2019, our Rising Stars tackled the full-length version of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, and we were blown away by the fabulous mainstage musical of The Music 
Man.  The cabaret style production of Songs, Sweets & Screams entertained with many fresh (and 
spooky) voices, had record attendance and a successful auction. Noel is our newest venture to welcome 
in the holiday season, and we hope you had the opportunity to participate on November 30th in this 
collaboration of local choirs, Celtic-inspired holiday music, and dramatic poetry.    
 
This past year brought several changes to VMT.  At the leadership level, Tor Blaisdell, our Executive 
Director since 2009, asked to step down this year, so the board initiated a search for a new Executive.  
Tor has had a tremendous influence over the last ten plus years and we thank him for his service to the 
organization; and while he is taking a well-deserved break, he remains a strong supporter of VMT.  This 
Summer we welcomed Jessica Solberg Black as the new Executive Director and are excited for the 
experience she brings not only in theater, but in non-profit management. Already we have made several 
updates to our website, quarterly newsletter, social media, and production processes. In the coming 
year we will be increasing our partnerships and connections with local businesses, pursuing grants, and 
actively expanding our advertising and reach for productions. 
 
If you haven’t seen our announcements yet, we are very excited by the shows that have been selected 
for 2020. Phantom Tollbooth Jr. for our Rising Stars, and the fantastic Broadway hit, Mamma Mia! will 
take over Ellensburg this summer.  Our fall and winter 2020 productions are still being determined. 
Check our quarterly newsletter Voice in the Valley in the coming months for more information. 
 
Community theater is truly dependent upon individuals, families, and local businesses who love and 
appreciate the arts. Valley Musical Theatre is no exception. We have been able to produce quality 
theater in the Kittitas Valley for 20 years, expressly because people like you have chosen to be involved, 
and we thank you. In 2020, we have two major needs that we are currently fundraising for: 
 

 New Microphones - We were informed that T-Mobile has purchased the broadcast frequencies 
that our show microphones operate on, which means that come summer of 2020 - not only will 
our microphones not work, but it will actually be illegal to use them! Good microphones and 
sound can make the difference between a performance that you thoroughly enjoy, and one that 



regardless of how good the acting is, you are distracted by poor sound quality, or audio 
feedback. You can help us by purchasing a microphone (or a part of a microphone).  Each 
microphone will cost us around $800, and we will need a minimum of 10 microphones to 
replace the old ones.   

 
 Warehouse/Barn or other Storage Facilities - Currently a large portion of our budget is paying 

for storage of VMT's props, costumes and sets. To be good stewards of VMT finances, we need 
to find a less expensive way to house these items - preferably all in one place. If you or someone 
you know has an outbuilding or large shed not currently being used and would be interested in 
working with VMT on this project, please email the Executive Director, Jessica Solberg Black at 
valleymusicaltheatre@gmail.com. 

 
We cannot do what we do without you.  Without you we can’t offer countless opportunities to young 
people to learn to grow and express themselves before an audience.  Without you we can't bring live 
theater and music to thousands in our community with our quarterly theatrical shows.  Without you the 
professional quality of Valley Musical Theatre productions that people in this area have come to expect 
will never become a reality. 
 
Your contribution is integral to helping our community theater and the arts thrive in Ellensburg. Will 
you join with us and support our 2020 Season?  There are many ways you can give: 
 

1. Return the enclosed donation card and envelope – mark your selected donation level and 
enclose check or payment information.  

2. If you would prefer to donate online, and/or are interested in making a monthly recurring 
donation, please visit our DonorBox accounts: 

a. General Sponsorship Donations: https://donorbox.org/donate-to-valley-musical-theatre  
b. Microphone Drive Donations: https://donorbox.org/vmt-microphone  

3. Did you know? You can now donate through our Facebook page, and that 100% of the donation 
goes to VMT.  https://www.facebook.com/ValleyMusicalTheatre/  

4. Do you have a business you would like to advertise locally?  We offer ad space in our newly 
revamped quarterly newsletter as well in our theatrical programs.  Email us at 
valleymusicaltheatre@gmail.com for information. 

 
There are also ongoing opportunities not only for actors and singers, but for directors, designers, stage 
and tech crew, producers, musicians, and front of house volunteers. We are refreshing our volunteer list 
and will be holding a volunteer night on January 31st. Mark your calendars and we hope to see you 
there! 
 
With deepest gratitude, 
 
 
 
Mia Spencer   Jessica Solberg Black 
VMT President   Executive Director 
 
 
Laughing Horse Arts Foundation DBA Valley Musical Theatre is a 501(c)3 charitable organization, EIN 91-1211173. All 
contributions are tax deductible. No goods or services will be provided in exchange for the contribution. 


